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all in my Pomer , to promote fo Generous 
and ſo good a Deen ; and that this fol- 


lowing Diſcaurſe, Preach d. before the' ſame, 
and now made Publick at your Requeſt, may. 
produce theſe Effet#s, 1s the beartyWifb of: 


him who will gladly Embrace any.Q OY 
nity of advancing the Honour and 


bow much Sincerity aud Reſpef be w, 
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\Preach'd at the . 
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- Efay XXXIL. 8. 
But the liberal man deviſeth liberal things, and by 
liberal: things be ſhall ſtand. 


"FHF Verſe which I have choſe for my Text, con- 
tains the'CharaQter and Reward of the Liberal 

Man, and ends with that part of the Chapter 

—>  taken- vp tn Prophetick Expreſſions of a new 
Government, wherein Virtue ſhould be exalted and Piety 
fo eheriſh'diand cGareſgd by theFayourand Countenanceof 
thePrince, that/ſuch Men alone'as were diftinguiſhable by 
the reCtitude'and integrity of their Principlesand Aﬀtions, 
ſhould be advanc'd to Places of Dignity and Honour; that 
Hone:but Minifters ſo qualified. ſhould fit/at-the Helm, or 
adminiſter Juftice* to the People; and'this News was {6 
much the more/joyfully receiv'd, and' had this Adyantage 
on its fide, torenderit acceptable and-welcom!\, Thar it was 
-predicted in Ahez his time, - had his unjuſt Reign «wa 8 
92 | : OY1, 


=» 


to 


{ſucceed his Father an 
nacherib, King. 0: r8, the 
Rtabliſh'd, That Jultcaſhonl 


of Language was, not. faflckenr to ſet off the energy and 


* 


te they 


under the Iniquity and Inju 
, and ſet up in 


ice of thoſe who were rais'd 
Places of Honor and Truſt, and for the 
Juſbige : +5 


id it; 


7 
. 


ſhould foon be in, by intimating to them 


ghteons*Hezekiah, who was to 


A 


aVe it 


of Religion and Virtue, as if. this change of Government 


PiCture the more. beautifully, he ſecs it oft:with:ſhado 
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EutatT as 


» Ard again, ' heir Taftrinntents are Evil, and a 


Aſſembly. 


ſhould not be encourag? | Us C 
flatrer'd nor ſooth'd by. te Ne ET er © Ron 
Men, as. they were in the former Reign, and his Reaſon is 
| ood, becauſe whatever ſhew and.colour of Religiog q 
and tic Tuftice "they make, they contrive 70 make empty the Sont ” 3 
f. he Hungry, aud to make the drink of the Thir Tir io ifat: | 
ewick- 
et Dtvices to deſtroy the Poor, Rc. But the Mal was ons eh 
Tiberal things, and by liberal thing s he io ſtand, "I S rl 
Kings that reigned in Righteouſneſs under the Law, - 
dowed forth Chriſt, the Ring of Peace, ſo the Vittues then 
recommended, had a peculiar tendency andreſpect to thoſe. 
of the Goſpel; they were lame and imperfett t1]l they grew 
up by degrees, *ll they were heightned and ſpiritualiz'd, 
and arrivedat perfe& Maturity under the Ozconomy of the 
Goſpel; *till Men, after ſome Ages of Inftruftion and Diſci- 
pline, were refin'd and come up to the mealureof the fulneſs 
of the {tature of Chriſt: Then Liberality wore-the Name of 
Charity and the liberal and merciful Man wasto receive Mer- | 
cy. Todoright therefofe to the Text, in the fence of the 
and Law Goſpel, as well as to the Occaſion of this reſent 


*T fhall ſhew, Firf, what Oizarioli NY ny to be 
Liberal and Charitable. 

S:condly, How advantagious and neceſſary. i iris that per- 
ſons of Rankand Quality, and Fortane, ſhould Sitiagan . 
themſelves in thisrel 

'Thiraly, What a vaſt Improvements of ibis this Gracp: it is to 
deviſe Liberal Things, by entring into £TIES.: 

Fourthly and Laſtly, The Reward of the Wo ak Man, 4y 
liberal things be ſhall and; or, in the Golpel ſence, the quer- 
an aw bl recerve mercy. 

B 2 Bur 


"2 To ſhew what Liberality 1s. * =: 
- 2My. What it is1 deviſe Liberal "VR 

. Now 'Liberality \ isz Communication * 
55k ; either for the benefit of their Souls or Bodies, or 
Ho LI 3 Ad 4+ 

"ly. To deviſe Liberal Things, i is to ſtudy and conſider 
While Liberality is,” and what Liberal Things are to be 
atd'to'conclud: that we will do them ; for thus much the 
Original Word fignifies, it denoting Counſel and Delibera- 
Hi9y, and Concluſion upon Premiſles. 


levin thus laid down theſe things, I ſhall proceed to 
oeak to the Particulars before-mentioned, and ſhew, 

1. What Obligationslye on us all to be Liberaland Chati- 
table; and this weareoblig'd to, | 

Firſt, From Inſtin& and meer animal Motion. 

Secondly, From Reaſon. 

Thirdly, From Revelation. 

Fourthly, From the Example of Chriſt. 

ft. We are; oblig'd to be Charitable from laftin& and 
meer animal Motion. 

Pity and Compaſſion are ſo. interwoven with our tem- 


r and conſtitution, that Naturemuſt ſuffer no {ma}l vio- 


tence todivelt it ſelf of the native ſoftneſs with which it was 
born ; when we ſee our Brother in diſtreſs and in labour, we 
rjarurally ſympathize, asif we would leſſen the burthep, by 

- dividingthe weight and bearing a ſhare in. it, I can't ay 
whether our tengerneſs can ealily reſiſt, ſure-Tam, uncor- 
ropted | Netnecs' i but be rouch' and mov'd when ſuch 
ObjeRspreſent themſelves, it ſeems to be made to go Me. 
chanicatly, like ſore Machines, that movethe better by the 
greater weight: :- when We ſhe Hua nity and our. own Na+ 
| ture 


> & 


Iqet W--« 


what 1 "OD to 


Is , > dirs (> CEN Made, 2 E. JOE EO TOE TY One PETE. yy . + 
F: er W oet EVE LEAST, > OS 23. + > RES 
I: NEL - ; Fen ; SO + ; Ro Le hong Rs 


NR TWEnF 


Iv 
be 
Kr 
, - 
FP - 
Page! 
. 
b © PR " 
F [oe ng Te 3 oz 
of 4 i Sant q "$4 "OD 
"S > 


beyond the.equa 
(Ns that | 


rincl 


I L 3 - 
evel and condi- 
%-&-% FF WES. # S = 


"RO "Re i & $2.4 
Ki 


ts A 


_ 


Miſeri6s and 


the weislity Tho 
have re ; 


refie&ions clearly, then! theferiſe of iving dorit good, of 
tvins eaſwered' thee of vii” Creation, and atted ac- 
catdifg r6 the good inclinations planted in our Natures, is 

z petpetual encertainmentto us; a pleaſure not-like that of 

the Body, whieh isgroſ ad heavy, this indeed may tickle. 

4 the Fibres andiendings of theNerves,” acne +: dugh Sen- 
ftios;- bar wemuſt atlebgth proceed to a'dullreperition bf 

the famethings;'and then they become flat andfamiliar, and 
can*tfurprize nor footh any more ; 'our ſenſories are weari- 

ed with rhe ative pleaſare, and then they require their re- 
freſhment and motion of reftitution'; butthe pleaſure of che 

Mird is a pleaſure'that never _ *tis like that of Heaven, 
thar'is manly ad rational, aid Tafting too; for that that 
pleaſes true Reaſon once, pleaſes it for ever, there is tharfa- 

_ tisfaQtion,” delighe, and content in the review, and memo- 
ryof good attions; thereis that hartnon a Proportion, and 

beauty them. as they are goverc'd by rightreaſon, that we 
cahavt but approvethe Fair pifture;we cantot bur caſt ſome 
glances 'of Honour on ourſelves, for having a&ed according Þ 

- tothe dittates and direftions of our moſt refined 'faculties, #® 
and divine principles; and this pleafure'is as mich trat> # 
emi | | ſcending 
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t- 
abbey dthoicurnparaſrm us, as the love 
PE Ee yofofany'o and this 
er Onieſs marheut/ char '@ Mad-miay as ſoon quit his 
Natate and Rafon;”d5bediſptcard with any:of zhetdbean- 
ties of the Mind 3 ant the morewe'view themy-themore we 
tove chetit j/ and the more we love chem, .the: more-we de- 
tighem them j andehemore weare delighted in them; theo 
more ecquenvarowe inviewign; -andiirloving; and&inbe> 
ing ddligtitedatiew: AncÞthis chearfalneſsof the Mind;like 
chatofHeaverrtias very: propliiousinfluenceon/ our lower 
Nature, off the' Earth and Body we wear ; the complacency 
of the Mitid keeps the Spirits inan uniform, regular power 
and out Sleafirs like thatiof Health;'is GlIgea and fiveet: 
But whenthis Hedvon wittiidvs reflyttson:immore favours 
ably,” when it ſhines more|ſerene andiclear, the very 
receives new warmth and vigour,' the Spirits ſwell up, 'taid 
flow more briskly, the isexaltedand purified by this 
new heat and motion; 'and theowhole Man. ſhines with a 
freſh: "Ait*#nd Gayety\, 'tts Body: is 6 ololely racke £o' the 
Mind," thif they” iminetiately affe@ each-other;. and 'the 
Mind driws' up a'Contapion arid Vupotr from our . lower 
Nature that mightily diſturbs it, and whenthe diſorder and * 
diſeaſe of the Body. riſes- higher, anddoes diſcompoſe-the 
upper Man, and whem'the Diſtertiper and Paſſions of iv does 
overcaſt ang darken owr;Reaſon' andoUaderfianding,” the 
Mind rettrtis the Malignity in an ill afpeft on the Body, as 
the Vapour and Venory exhaPd in ſome Climates fromari | 
nawholefore Soil, falls again in deadlyShowers' ety it. In 
ſhort, the Body looks frei or wihores, x x Aermnnep 4 or 


_ dilFand unaQtive, 4stheMinddhities dr'16' 


that theapprobarion of che Spiiſtabes charrand anichen the 
Body, it commubikates now Life #hd* motion 'to-fet Since 
therefore we WeENELy — by '6ur-micer: op 


any Science,” orArt,. or Calling, they often conſider ro 
Y Fayehs genius and tendency” of the Man's temper, that 
þ ' they tay apply[him to'that which, he is: moſt Rroogly by- 
 . affdaddiochnd:to;'u: doubting bur that: be will-go0n 
: niarefmootbly, whenthe: goes along with the grain of his 
Nature ; thepleaſure he finds4an following-his own fancy and 
liimovr,. makes him apply more cloſely, and the difficulties 
\ he meets wich,::dobut-whet his defire,  and-make him pur: 
IF fughisBuſinels withmaore appetite and keenneſs than betore; 
] and this igfuchan-ad vantage, ney would: wiſh for, to 


| agtain! to:a dexternty: tion. in any thing ;;, Since 
" therefore rear 6 7 coin es and Inclinations rooted 


 inout Natures, not ofly- (Gow Cre Mieb, and endued. with 
Raves hut'as meer Animals; how. ftrongly are a&ts of 
Mercy 46d compadiic replare'd wpon.us 3 nay whatamigh: 
> P mayjuſtly berexpeGted-from us hereja;; and | 
fore if we do yiolence to theſe Principles, if we fo de- 
prave our-native re pars (and not only:come ſhort of 


chat per maybe hoped; for from! theſe of our. Ta: 
lene) and: Kanye o one ſepor-gdegree! to, | 
__—_ eyed. ; worltef all, 1 fleas fegn og 


| atures, that we have aQedcounter totbeſc Prin- 
ple aki hackodan nr one Hearts s, har 


Our 
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nd.conſulc Thirdly, Holy Writ,how cloſely, how igexcuſca- 
bly is the duty of Compaſſion and Charity tied. upan us ! 
*Tisenforc'd upon us with all the earneſtneſs and vehemence 
poſſible ; we are allured and excited to it by ſweet perſwa- 
ſives and endearing promiſes ; and leaſt we ſhould not be 
drawn by the Cords of a Man, left we ſhould become in- 
fidious to our ſelves, and countermine our own Happineſs, 
left there ſhould be baſe and ungenerous Men, that would 
not be drawa by the diſintereſs'd love and kindneſs of God, 
and the proſpect of an undeſerv'd mighty reward, God en: 
deavours to lay an Holy force, and a kind of necefſity upon 
them, he would awaken theſeby threats and rienaces, aſ- 
ſuring them that the Unmerciful ſhall receive no Mercy,and 
thus > ſtirs them up by hopes and fears, the Springs of 
Humane Attions. Ee | 
. Sacred Writ does thus preſs Charity upon us with that 
holy Warmth, that plainly ſhews the great Value of this 
Grace; our good Works are there made the charaCteriſtick 
and mark of our Chriſtianity and Diſcipleſhip ; as if our * 
Initiation in Baptiſm, by. which we have a Right to the ex- 
ternal Priviledges of the Church, were not to be nam'd 
when compar'd with theſe ; there is ſuch a ſtreſs laid on it 
inthe Goſpel, that it ſeems tointimate, That the whole Pr 
ceſs of the day of Judgment ſhall'be grounded on this one 
Grace of Charity, and truly it is ſo recommended, that per- 
haps it is notaltogether unnecſlary to Obſerve, That, as the 
Moraliſts, as well as Diviges agree, that the Virtues are con- 
neRed and joyn'd together, ſo ſhould the Graces go hand in 
hand ; andas you may read it in the 2d Epiſtle of St. Pezer 
chap I. That weſhould give all diligence to add to faith virtue, © 
and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and.to 3 
: 


4 


rempeannce patience, and to. patience podlinefs, and to godlineſs 
brotherly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity : Here 
Charity finiſhes the Catalogue, and:crowns the reſt, And 
by Meſes *tis made the ſum of the Old Law, as*tis by Re 
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made the ſiim of the New : the price and value of this Grace 
may ariſe, ina great meaſure from hence, That-it gives 6c- 
caffon to, and isptoduttive of ſeveral other Virtues ; it gives 
an Opportunity to the Poor that are reliev'd, not only" to 
pray, but to praiſe God for rheir Benefattors. An act of 
Charity ſeems allo to be an att of Faith and relyance on the 
Promiſes ; *tis laying down what is.certain, and in our pow- 
er, for ſomewhat ata diſtance, and in- the dark, whereof 
we have no other aſſurance, but that which is founded on 
the veracity of God, which dependance on his Word, and 
ſubmiffion to his Will, without any farther Evidence, 
mult needs be yery acceptable and well-pleaſing to him. _ 
And when we conſider Foxrthly, That God himſelf came 
down from Heaven, out of pure Love and Charity, to give 
us: this new Commandment ; and as he was infinitely per- 
fe and infinitely defirable from all Eternity, no acceffion of 
— could accrue to him, that he had not in his own 
Boſom before, his own unbounded Nature and Eſſence, con- 


| taining all the the Variety that can be enjoy'd toall Eternity, 


it being the nature of Infinity never to be Exhauſted ; when 
we conſider this, and that it muſt be the diffuſiveneſs of his 
Goodneſs, and his-difintereſs'd Love to us, that induc'd him 
to condeſcend to wear our poor dreſs of Fleſh and Blood, and 
to teach us familiarly in our own Nature, by his own Ex- 
ample and ocular Demonſtration, which is the plaineſt way 
of Inſtruction ; to go about to do good as he did, how much 
moreforcibly does this preſs the exerciſe of Charity upoa us ? 
And to refine upoa this Duty to the laſt degree, he not only 
forgave his Enemies,but did them good,and pray'd for them 
at his very Death ; and his Death and Paſſion was delign'd , 
for their Welfare and Happineſs ; and he fell like that Tree 


| that affords Balm to Cure the Wounds of thoſe that cut it 
_ down: And when this great light diſappear'd, heleft Apa- 


ſtles, Martyrs, Confeſfors, and all good Men, that after the 
ſttingof this Sun, ſhould ſhine like Stars in the Firma- 
, | C 2 | ment, 
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Secondly, How advantagious ang neceſſary it is, That per 


ſonsof Rank and Quality, and Fortune ſhould diſtinguiſh 


themſelves in this reſpeCt. = 

. Liberality isa quality that ſhews that largeneſs of Soul,and 
clearneſs of Spirit, that is eſſential to'a truly Generous and 
Noble Perſon ; *tis by this Temper of Mind that a Man ſhews 


himſelf the Maſter, and not the Slave of what he poſſeſles ; 


and by holy aſpiring after.Gcodneſs and PerfeQtion, he gets 
above himſelf, makes ſome approaches and is allied to Di- 


vinity : For, as Clemens Alexandrinus Remarks, A Man doimz 
Good is the Image of God, he carries in his Perſon the Character 
of the Divinity, 'for he imitates the greateſt and the nobleſft of 
the Divine Attributes, that is Mercy and Liberality ; and cana- 
ny thing refleCt a greater honour or luſtre on. a Man, than 
thus to aſpire and gaſp/after Goodneſs, to take ſuch flights to- 
wards Heaven, and to perfeC his Nature? Perſons of Rank 
and Quality, and Fortune, ſhould .be a mg defence and 
proteCtion,. not only to the Poor and Diſtreſs'd, but alſo to 
the Injur'd and Oppreſsd, they ſhould by the interpoſeal of 
their Authority and Credis, ward off, as much as poflible, 
the Violence, and check the Inſults and Inſolence of wicked 
Men ; and *tis the beſt Argument of a greatneſs of Mind and 
true' Honour, to deſcend to, and comply with the low Eſtate 
of the Poor,to lay by that Pomp and ſtitineſs of Deportmeat, 
that as it keeps thematanawful diſtance, does quite unqua- 
lify them for thatFamiliarity that is neceſſary to let a Man in- 
to their ſecret Wants and Exigencies ; affability, condeſcen- 
tion, and obligingneſs of Humour, are the beſt marks of an 
highand exalted Mind, and that diſpoſition and ſuppleneſs 
of Temper that carries a Man to be a Succour to the Afflict- 
ed, and to deſcend to their lowlineſs and condition, is found 
to be the moſt EreQ, the leaſt capable of ns a” or- 
| | - 
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Paths, by their IoftruQtion 


.- and goodly Mind, and are very decent.and becoming : And 


| Inſolence,' and is themoſt ready to fpringagainſt 


IS 


worn by Great Men, that weare very ready toconform our 
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Tofults and 
Oppreſſion ;- the Complexion and Temperof ſuch Men. are 
ſo-uncorrupt, ſo tender, and ſo much. in the primitive 
ſtate and purity, that they cannot bear the Wrongs that are 
oppreſſive of Human Nature, and men that ſignaliz'd them- 
ſelves in this reſpe&, were in the Old World Deify'd and 
rank*din the number of Heroes, and diſtinguiſhing Marks 
of Honour were awarded for them, as for thoſe thatdeſery*d 
beſt of Human Nature; and this Honour and profound Re- 
ſpe& was paid to the Memory of thoſe Worthies : There is _ 
an outward Reſpe& and Ceremony due to the Rank and 
Quality of a. Man, which men ſtudy topay too officiouſly 
to the Living, whether deſerving or no, perhaps imagining 
that every ſuch a& mult pleaſe, becauſe it ſeems toſuppolſea 
Worth anſwerable; tho? perhaps thefe men only diſcern a 
weakneſs in Great Men, by the means whereof they endea- 
vour to wind themſelves into their Favour : - But theſe Men 
thit deſerve ſo weff of thePublick, have the realEſteem of the 
Heart, which puts forth theſe external Ceremonies with * ; 
warmth and affeCtion ; ſo that a great and a good Man may ; 
have mighty Opportunities of doing good, people are byaſs'd 
to receive his Dictates, and to be led by him without a nice 
enquiry into, and examination of hisACtions: Virtue and 
Goodneſs are ſo becoming and faſhionable, eſpecially when 


- bd 


ſelvesto them; they lend Piety ſome Ornaments and Luſtre, 
that other Men have an ambition and curiofity to wear and 
Mimick ; and truly, habits of Virtue, like fine Cloaths upon 
a right and well ſhap'd Body, fit gracefully upon an ere& 


{uch great Examples and ſhining Lights carry ſome autho- 
rity and power to dire& our Paths, which Authority we are 
inclia'd to follow, and to pay a natural ſubmiſſion tog and 
the Rhetorick- and Eloquence of their Aftions, perſwade 
more forcibly than that of their Words and Diſcourſes ; 
either 


either becanſe- it diſcovers ſome-new Beauty in Virtue; or 


teaches the PraQice more plainly, or:that it ſmooths and . 
ſweetens the Difficulties of it ; whether or no theſealtoge- 


ther, or any of them, isthe cauſe of the great power and 
efficacy of Examples, this is certain, That Learning by Ex- 
amples is moſt compendious and lively, and that InftruQi- 
on by Rule and Diſcourſes, is tedious and flow: He that 
_ exhorts to, and diſplays Virtue in its due Colours, muſt lay 
outa great deal oftimeand diſcourſe in deſcribing its Nature 
and Beauty, and to inſpire the Practice of it ; but if-he lays 
this plain to the Eye, if he practiſes himfelf what he Taug 
before, he muſt ſmooth the way, and clear his DoQrine 
wonderfully, and he will perform incomparably more by 
his Example, than by all his Reaſoning. Ug 


A Man may undesſtand the Art of Painting much eaſier. 


and better, if he ſte the Artiſt handle his Pencil, and lay his 
Colours, and draw the Lines, than if he had taken pajns 
to inſtruct him in theRules, and to diſcoter the Secrets of 
it; we have all that Inclination to imitation and Mimickry, 
and Examples move and iniinuate themſelves with ſuch ſe- 
cret Charms and Actraftions, that we find by Experience , 
that we cannot well reſiſt the power and virtue'of them, 
and we begin toatt the ſame things by pure habit and fami- 
liarity, without refleQion or thought ; and living Examples 
have a Life or Spirit, or whatever =_ call it, which we de- 
ſireto Rival and come upto, and which is beyond the Art of 
Rhetorick or Painter to ſet forth in due and lively Colours ; 
And beſides, the dulleſt SpeQaator has the advantage to un- 
derſtand the broad Language of ACttions and Examples , 


when. he may be ata lofs to trace and diſcern the Thread of ': 
a fine and goodly Diſcourſe 5 and when he ſees the Aftions |: 
of Men anſwer and keep cloſe to the warmth of their Words b. 


and Language, then is he eaſily induc'd to believetheir con- 
vittion and fincerity, and the perſwaſion they have of the 


Truth of what they offer ; and truly, if we take the Piture 7 
<2 | I, | from 
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.from' the Otiginal, when we copy all theliving charmsand 
tovelineſs from living Examples, that repreſent the Beauties 
of: Virtue'in moſt decent and graceful motion and carriage, 
they animate it with that ſpirit and warmth that makes it 
look Natural, then Virtue walks in our own Dreſs, and fo 
lays a morelively and deeper imprefſion upon us, and re- 
commends it ſelf in its moſt endearing comlineſs, and agree- 
able | —qk but Virtue drawn from Precepts and Dif 
courts a tranſcript and copy, the ſtatue and pifQure of a 
living Example, and is languid forwant of that air, and life 
and motion that inſpirits the former; and in a word, Virtue 
in Example does much more charmingly endear it ſelf, than 
the moſt Rhetorical Deſcriptions of it, and is as much above 
the moſt lively Diſcourſe and finiſh* Panegyrick upon it, as 
the Creator is above the Painter, or Nature and the Original 
above Art and the PiEture : Since therefore Examples have 
all this power and efficacy, and that we have generally a 
ſecret itch and deſire to ape Grandeur, when we cannot at-_ 
tain toit, how mighty advantagious and neceſſary is it that 
perſons of Rank and Quality and Fortune ſhould be ſhining 
Examples, a Spettacle ſet on High, that people may copy 
after theſe Originals, "that ſuch Patterns ſhould be ſet in a 
true Light, that others may the more advantagioully rake 
and draw from them all the Beauties and Features of Virtue. 
and Goodneſs. Andif the Nobility and Gentry, and Men of 
Fortune of our County, degenerate not from the Ancient 
Glory of their Anceſtors ; if the brightneſs of their Exam- 
ples ſerve not to llluſtrate our ſhame, what a ſtrong Tyeand 
Obligation have we to out-{hine others in Religious Duties, 
in-Pious and Charitable Actions? Our County, in Cz/ar's 
time, as Hiſtorians tell us, was accounted the Civileſt among 
the Britains, not Conquer*d, but Compounded with by the 
Romans, and, as if Providence had defign'd us peculiar Fa- 
vours, weare fo ſcituated by Nature, that we ſeem to be 
planted to peceive more, eſpecially the benefit of Commerce 
| ; and 
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occalion'd the Importit ber rlomgge of Commodities, 'and 

the 'Chriftian Keligion into our County ; 
the day-Light from on High firſt it ſelf there, and the 
light of the Goſpel was cheri{*t and encouraged by Erhelbers, 
King of Kent, Anno 596. andlong before this, Kenthad re- 
ceiv'd the Faith z-for it is Recorded, -Thart Lscins the firſt 
Britiſh King in this Hand, built a Church to the_name 
ſerviceof Chriſt, within the Caſtle of Dover, andili | 
fully Endow'd the ſame ;z 'and if our fore-Fathers-had- the: 
priviledge to-be Witneſſes of the firſt Dawning of the Gol- 
pel, to receive the firſt warmth and ſpringing Light of it ? if 
they did ſo encourage andeſtabliſh the Church if they built 
it upon a Rock, againſt which, tho? the Wind roſe and the 
Waves beat, 'it was:ſafe and unſhaken, becauſe it was well 
founded; if this was their Priviledge and great Advantage 


-beyond the reft of this Ifland; and if this their gratitude 


and return to God for ſuch a peculiar Favour ; and if they 
have devolv*dandentaild thele Bleſſings upon us, with new 
acceſſions of Purity and Advantage to Religion ; how deep. 
ly are we Indebted ? with how many years Intereſt are we 
incumber'd ?: and what a Fund and Bahk for Piety and Cha- 
rity are weoblig'd to make, to diſcharge the Dues and Ar- 
rears owing from us, for the primitive Purity and increaſe 
of the Goſpel Light among us'?' and if the Saintsabove, our 
Pious Precfecelſors, the Founders and Patrons of Chriſtianity 
in our County, have any ſenſe of what'we are doing this 
day ; if they are made Privy to or concern'd at the behavi- 
our of us their Friends and Country-Men here below ; or, 
if (as ſome are of Opinion) according to the-Influence of 
their good and bad Works, the departed feel an increaſe or 
abatement of Joy or Torment in the other World ; then 
what a new acceſſion of Happineſs and"Bliſs, what new 
Rapturesof Joy and delight may we ſuppoſe to break inup- 
on them ?-and when they riſe up othe high key and top 
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; ſatisfaQtion , 


;thea take'in the Deſigns and. Offices of this Day. ?. And. 


there be Joy in Heaven,, a. the. Converſion of a Sinner ; 
Sure.chere muſt be a, more Iatenle, a more-rais'd Sublime 
delight at the improvement of Virtue, when Perſons-meec 


to ſet their Heads together, and contrive todo good, whea 


ſo many.great and good Men 1008 themſelves ia Holy Con- 


federacies, to project and deviſe Liberal things, to caſt about 
how to be always doing good, how tomake their Charity 
molt laſting ; and molt uſeful, and this leads me to ſhew- 


Thirdly, What a great Improvement of the Grace of Cha- 
rity it js to enter into. Societies, for the deviſing of Liberal 
things. : ; os | 

If the utiverſal potion of every ſingle Man to do good 
to all Men, and the ſhiningexample of each great Perſon ia 
his private Capacity, be ſo commendable in this reſpe& as 1 
have repreſented to you, what a: mighty improvement of 
Charicy muſt it be, to Unite into Artificial Bodies and Socie- 
ties, not only to give new ſtrength and power, but alſo a 
ſort of Immortality and Perpetuity to-this Grace among us : 
"The Original Inſtitution and defign of Civil Bodies began 
from the exigencies and neceſlities of private Men, their di- 
vided power was too light and feeble to.defend or promote 
their own or the common good, and at beſt there was this 
defeCt in the ſtate of Nature, that altho' one Man might have 
followed the light and direCtion of right Reaſon, and might 
have ated according to the Law Impreſs'd and Engraven 
on. his Mind, yet his re&itude and equity were ſubje& to 
Mortality, and no Man could promiſc himſelf that his next 
Heir or Succeſſor ſhould not ſwerve from this Law, - or that 
he ſhould not invade the Right and ery tad another :. 
But Bodies Politick do provide agaiaſt thele flaws and defi- 
ciencies, they are Deathleſs and Perpetual, andifaBranch 
chance to be Lopt off, Ser ROWS another in 1ts ms 
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er omar, a LeHierrls /Ran 
_ and free from Change and Diſeaſe from Death 
itſelr 


Pi 


; and rhicreforewhen People make Holy Leagues and * 


Zonfederacies, and reinforce and ſtrengthen their Charity. 
by their United Power ; and by Cuftom and Example, at 
teaft enjoin and entail this equally with theirEftate,upon Po- 


fterity, they procure alaſting Duration, and a fort of Eter- 


nity toit; And fince fuch Communities are as one Body 
infpir'd and mov'd by the fame Life, fince they. breath the 
ſame Spirit of Love and Amity, and if general and publick 
_—_— and . Calamities purſue general and=publick 
. Vices ina Country or Nation, as *tis obſerv'd they always 
do, how do ſuch Bodiesof Men, not only Enſure the Com- 
munity, but alſo ſtand in the Gap, and procure Blefſings to 
a Country and People ? their Virtues will-very perſwaſivel 
expoſtulate with God, and fo many Righteous Men are fut- 
ficient to attone for, and to ward off Wengetnce from a 
Nation. ; | 
Bur beſide this laſting adyantage of-entring into Societies, 
for the deviſing of Liberal things for the Body, at all times, 
andin all places expedient and neceſſary ; there is more pe- 
cularly in this Age, a preſſing Inducement to-perfwade us 
to enter into Holy Alliances and Confederacies, for the de- 
viſing of Liberal things for the Soul too. 
 Arligifm, Trreligion and Prophaneneſs are-openly avow'd 
and profefs'd ; and Men Ambitious of ſurprizing the Worl , 
with ſomewhat that is daring or new, or uncommon, deſire 
to be nated and obſerv'd ; and endeavour to fignalize them- 
flves by Singularity, and laying memorable Impreffionson 
their Hearers; this is the common Topick of Men of Pride 
and Haughtineſs of Spirit, they break our into fome flaſhy 
Jefts, and'ftudytodazle by the fprighrtlineſs of their Wit 
and Fancy on this cccafion': They are always upon new 
Enquiries, and for having their Phoenomena's in Religion 
: Ja 


laid befbre the Compady, that uhey may have ſome: oppor 
 cunky to ſhbw: their: Ingenuity, to pow them of the 
. Gleatneſs of their Senſes, and the penetration of their Judg> 
> ment; thatthey may let thein underſtand: that they have 
: difcoverd phat long hidden Fallicy of Religion; that they 
have lookt thro? the deceitful Miſtery, and by a: particuldr 
acuteneſs of Spirit, found out the Politick Cheat, ard pene- 
trated the laſt and abftruleſt receſſes of 1t : -Andin a word, 
that they are Wiſer than the greateſt Menof this Age;: and 
all that went before it ; and theſe fort of Men have got to 
ſuch a head, and are grown ſo numerous, thatthey draw 
into Partics, and uſeall their Skill and Diſcipline to artac 
us openly ; and when they meet ſome of little Learning,and 
mean Capacity, ſcatter'd and unprovided, they ſeldom loſe 
the opportunity of ſetting upon ſuch uncqual Matches, with 
Shew and Solemaity, and of;plying them vigorouſly, till b 
their weakneſs they have obtain'd the Victory, ia whic 
 _ they Glory and Infult with Infolence and Clamor, which 
> ſufficiently convinces, that their defiga is only to-Triumph 
” 1n theirown Abilities, and like Mountebanks on a Stage, to 
raiſe Trophies of their own Condutt and Capacities : But 
ſince many of theſe Men are otherwiſe, Perſons that gene- 
rally make ſome Figure in the World,and ſuch as the ſpright- 
lineſs oftheir Blood and Youth, as well as their Fortune and 
Education have fluſhed to fly at ſome things above the com-. 
mon level, {uch-who upon the account of their Birth or. 
Station deſerve ſome Defererice, and who are therefore {uf- 
ficient to gain ſome Reputation and Modiſhneſs to Irreligion 
and Prophanehels ; .I think it highly neceſſary, that Men of 
Rank and Quality, of Faſhion and Authority thould muſter 
their United Forces, ſhould Marſhal and Diſciptihe, and 
draw them up to receive and repulſe ſo pernicious arr Ene- 
my ; and when we are thus prepared to Encounter out Ehe- 
my, when we are thus begirt with the Armour of Righte- 
ouſneſs, the Courage and A of out Eneftiy __ 
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their expeCtation and meaſures ; and when we ſhall have 
thus, like the true Church Miticant,. ſhock't and diſcomfi- 
ted our Enemies, let us always uſe the Victory with mo- 
deration 'and temper, let not the Conqueſt be ſhewy and 
vain, left they rally their Forces, and return out of: regret 
and revenge to their old Opinions : But above all, let it 


be: provided that our Adverſaries have it fairly hinted and 


preſs'd upon them; and let: our AQtions convince the Truth 
of it, 'Thar the Principle by which we are aQted, is that 


of true Love and hearty AﬀeCtion. to- Mankind.; and when 
we have thus reduc'd our Enemy to ſome Reaſon, when 


we- have ſweetn'd and calm'd: him by ' our eaſy carriage 
and candor to him, it may not be unſeaſonable ro model 
and diſpoſe him to receive our Impreffions, and ſo by our 
kind conduCt and management, to win and engage him to 
our Party ; *tis a mighty Advantage to gain:Number and 
Credit to an Opinion : It often happens, That when Men 
of a lower rank and ſphere, and 'whoſe ſmaller nuinber 


rehders/ them yet more deſpicable and inſirfficient, en- - 
counter thoſe. of much an higher- order and condition , 


that they are ſomewhat dazled and daſh'd at their ſplen- 
dour, they fink the lower, by a fanciful ſenſe of their own 
meanneſs, and then grow giddy with looking up at them ; 
hence it is ſometimes, that Men conform themſelves to 
their Humour, agree to their Sentiments, and out of a fort 
of Modeſty and Deference to their number and quality, 
ſeem to ſubmit to their Judgments and Authority , and 


ſubſcribe their Opinions, how un-Orthodox ſoever. Since* 


theſe Men of manners, theſe Men of Effeminacy and Cow- 
ardize indeed, that: dare not follow the Captain of their 
Salvation, hong. the oppoſition the Pomp of the World 
can give them, there is need: of Quality, Faſhion and-Num- 
ber, to keep ſuch Men in Countenance, to animate them 

to 


a 


to-fatl by our forwardneſs; and when they find 
ber and quality inferior to us, *rwill. quite break 
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' 0ido''their* Duty , and: to- behave themſelves manfully in - 


the-face 'of their Enemy; -and to, do this. perſwaſively, to 
retrieve and recover the ground. and credit that Religion 
hach lately loſt in the World, *rwill be|\neceſſary, That Men 
of Qualiry, Faſhion and.Fortune ſhould cſpouſe her Cauſe 
warmly, in publisk Flaces and in Company, the common 
Stages whereon the Adverſaries of it diſplay their vain Phi- 
loſo hy. EE | , | 
ke not that Men of Virtue, and ſuch as have 2 re+ 
ard- for Religion, ſhould force this unſeaſonably, and pre- 
Fribe itas anEatertainmeat to the Company ;- but I would 
have them by ſome Intimations of their Mind, and Incli- 
nations at keaſt, beſpeak the good Behaviour of thoſe they 
Converſe with, and obviate the Afronts that are uſually 


- done to God and Religion, in common Converſation; and 


what is this, but to Jer our Tight ſhine before men, that they 
2mnay ſee our good works and glorify our Father which i in 
Heaven : And this is to deviſe Liberal Things for the Souls 
of Men, to reclaim which, and to miniſter- to their moſt 
diſtreſſed Condition at ſuch. a time, is the trueſt Compaſ- 


.: fion, and higheſt degree of Charity we can dothem ; by 
which means we ſhall ſtrike in with. Þis Majeſties late. 


P2oclamation againſt Atheiſm,Jrreligion and P2zophaneſs : 
and Jet the World, tothe eternal- Honour of our County, 
ſee- we make it our ftudy to execute aright his Royal 
Will, and Gracious DireQtions; and to lend him in this (as 
we have in every thing elſe) our utmoſt Aſſiſtance in pro- 
moting the- Glory of God, and the publick Welfare of 
this Nation: Then can that Complaint never be.juſtly made 
df us, that the Prophet 1/a#ah makes of thoſe that met to 
Feaſt together in his time, That the harp and the wiol, the 
tabret and pipe and wind are in their feaſts, but they regard 
not: the work of the Lord, neither conſider the operation. of 
bis. hands, Cap. 5. verſe 12. 


But 


> Neb ALS” act ._* "IRE. IE Et " PP _”_rm 
NN SER - 9 246 big LI > 
SHER ES; = 


res: . 


St: ITC tes gb 1 ets a 
"i ;  —_- x ; 


1 
Ig $0 
PY 


But there remains one principal Advantage. of zentring - 
into Societies, not. yet ſpoken to, the bleſſing of mutual 
Friendſhip: *tis true, we.are enjoyn'd_ to bear an ugiver- | 
fal love and kindneſs. to all: Men, and the propenſion of © 
our: very Nature-leans:that way, but though this holy Fire 
is never tobe extinguiſh'd, yet may it butga more fervently, | 
and warm fome more kindly than others ; it ought indeed 
to have its degrees, it ought to be more intenſe or remiſs, 
with refpeCt 'to:ſome than' others : Nature and Alliance, 
Virtue and Merit claim the greateſt ſhare of our AﬀeQi- 
ons;3 Prudence and the dittates of right Reaſon, enforce 
and recommend , this more powerfully; Wiſdom and # 
Counſel command us to look *about, and to examine 7 
whom-we admit into our Boſom and AfﬀeCtions, into our 
Secrets and Favour: But when we have oncedetermin'd - 7 
-otir Choice, .when Nature afid Kindred, Country and 
Neighbourhood } but above all, Virtue and Deſcent fix our 
ele&tion, then our Love and Friendſhip are laid on a ſure 4 
Foundation, we contract much of -the expanded and dila- 7 
ted Fire, and it burns more ardently and affeionately ©: 
within the compaſs of our Friendſhip. Love indeed is the © 
primitive Foundation, and true Cement of all Societies ; 
and when this Fire grew feeble and weak, cool and indif- 
ferent in the World, there was a neceſſity to recruit it, 
and miniſter Fuel to the dying Cynders : *tis therefore ** 
that Laws were miade to draw Men into Corporations and * 
_ Societies, where they might live in dependance, and expe&t 7 
Succours of one another; but theſe are but ſubſidiary helps ® 
to repair that Love and Frienſhip ſo much decay'd in the 
World ; and theſe are miſerable ſhifts, which lay a con- Z 
ſtraiat upon Men, and do fecure only the overt-aQ. But {| 
when Friendſhips and Societies are cemented together by 
Love and Nature, by. Virtue and true EleQtion, there Af- 
feQtion becomes regular and ſteady, becauſe the Reaſon-on i 
'- Which they are founded, affords conſtant Charms _ At- Þ 
| | trattions: þ 
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traFions : And becauſe even this Celeſtial Fire has gone, 


and may go out again, *tis not the. leaft important Con- 
cern of our preſent Meeting, to flir up the old Sparks and 
Cynders of it, to commence and enter into new Friend- 
ſhips, and to cheriſh and inflame the Hearts and Aﬀeti- 
ons of one another ; and though our Friendſhip is ſo diſin- 
tereſsd and free, that it has little in view beſide the pro- 
fpe& of doing good, and enjoying the ſweets and delights 
of true Amity, yet it is accompanied with other Bleſſings 
and Advantages ; and tho*-we feel nothing but pleaſure 
ſpread over our Hearts, in the company and converſation 
of our Country-Men and Friends, yet there is ſomewhat 
elſe of Moment that we lightly paſs over, without obſer- 
ving it. 

Fe beſides this Feaſt of the Mind, there is another 
mighty Advantage ariſing from Friendſhip ; *tis a Guard 
and a mighty Defence to us too. The Son of Syrach tells 
us, Ecclef. 6. 14. 16, That a faithful friend is a ſtrong de- 


fence, or medicine of life, and he that findeth him. findeth « 


great treaſure. And this brings me'to ſhew, 


 Fonrthly, and laftly, The Liberal Man's Reward, by L:z- 
beral things he ſhall ffand, or be eſtabliſh; or, inthe Goſ 
pel ſenſe, the merciful ſhall receive mercy. | 

The | beſt and ſureſt way of eſtabliſhing or ſecuring of 
any Man or Society, is by engaging the AtﬀeCtions of thoſe 
in whoſe power it may be towffer Violence to either ; 
this. is, the method of Nature, this the Primitive Charm 
whereby it drew Men together, 'and captivated and uni- 
ted' their: Hearts : this is it that in in the Primitive tate 
fuperſeded. the uſe of all Laws arid Conſtraints; which , 
as they were compulſive of doing good Offices ; as they 


farc'd and blew up the languid decaying fire of our Love 


= and AfﬀeQions, took off ſo much from the freedom of the 
*Z Wl, and excellency of the Virtue, on which —_—_ 
oF «4:4 | | ; | aps 


"happineſs of -Men and Socicties is founded and eſtabliſh'd; 
and what more effeQuual courſe of reſtoring this Law and 
Virtue to-its primitive Excellence and Freedom, 'than by 
Liberality and Benificence ; the Charms and Attra&tions 
of . this Virus are ſo powerful, that the AﬀeCtions are not 
only invited - and- ſweetned, but irrefiftibly drawn and 
captivated by them ; we lay ſome Debt or Incumbrance 


on the perſon oblig'd, which Nature is inclin'd to acquit 


* - it elf of, *is a Burthen and Weight, and it ſeems to be 


in ſome pain till it caſes it ſelf of the gms Liberty 
1s fo natural, that we are impelPd by the Springs of our 
very Conſtitution, to Ranſom and Enfranchile our ſelves, 
by making at leaſt an exchange or return of the Obliga- 
tion; we are bur too ſenſible of anothers right to- us, of 
our own ſlavery and dependance, when he loads us with 
Obligations and Favours; and we are naturally inclin'd 
to regain the property of our Selves, and to riſe again to 
the common Level ;- and even our very Enemies, -by the 
warinth of our love and kindneſs, by our heaping Coals 
of fire on their Heads, may have their hard Tempers 
ſweetly diſpos'd, and ſfoftned and melted down : And 
tho? I could inſiſt logger. on this, and- evince clearly, and 
exemplify plainly, That the very animal Nature is diſpo- 
ſed and carried on to ACts of Gratitude ; yet do I chuſe 
rather not to tranſgreſs too much on your Patience, but to 
proceed, | 

And ſince by Liberality and Benificence, the love and 
affeFions of Men, which 1s the principal Foundation: and . 
beſt TY of Societies, are ſweetly engag'd, and that 
Society and true Friendſhip united in Charity, is as a 
ſtrong Fort and Cittadel againſt our Enemies. I think it 
plainly appears, That deviſing /ibera! zhings is the belt. 
means. and ſureſt method, to ſtand, or be eſtabliſh'd inthis 
World ; and fince I have, in the former part of this Diſ- 


the 


courſe , laid before you the Spiritual Promiſes made. ro | ; 
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You derenrs what L—_—_— , and what it is to 


PG the Nobility, Gentry, and Men of Fortune. 
of our Co 


what a.great Inprovement of the Grace of Charity it is. 
to enter-into. Societics, for the deviſing of Liberal Things, 
not only as it reſpeQts the Bodies, but alſo the Souls of 


May your SOCTETT long continue an. Ornament to - 
our Own; anda ſhining Example to other Counties, - 

May. the lodigeat, the Fatherlefs. and Widows, find oc- 
caſion of Rejoycing-from-your-Chriſtian Entertainment. 
y.no' Exceſs or Intemperance, ne Diſcord or Divi- 
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Hf ions; give a'juſt cauſe of Qffegce, or occaſion of, Inter- 


rugging. your Ag<p<, os Feaſts of Love. . 
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